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Europe’s largest network of environmental citizens’ organisations:

• around 150 civil society organisations, including a growing 
number of European networks

• …from more than 30 European countries

Over 40 years of EU environmental policy expertise 

Some of our areas of work include:
• Climate and Energy
• Nature and Sustainable Agriculture 
• Resource Efficiency
• Sustainability and Governance
• Global and Regional Policies
• Industry and Health  

THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU
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RACHEL CARSON: THE MOTHER OF 

ECOLOGICAL CONCERNS

Rachel Carson's book Silent Spring (1962) gave the first warning that certain 
man-made chemicals had spread across the planet, contaminating virtually 
all living things even in the most remote wilderness.

Rachel was the perfect link between knowledge and 
people: Much of the data and case studies that Carson 
drew from weren’t new; the scientific community had 
known of these findings for some time, but Carson was the 
first to put them all together for the general public and to 
draw stark and far-reaching conclusions. In doing so, 
Carson, the citizen-scientist, spawned a revolution.
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RACHEL CARSON’S LEGACY

Carson influenced the environmental movement as no one had before: 
she popularized modern ecology

• Earth Day
• National Environmental Policy Act and EPA
• US domestic production of DDT banned
• Protection from chemical risks main goal of environmental legislations
• Precautionary principle
• Shifting the burden of proof
• Public right to know
• Our internal pollution and ecosystems damage
• Non-threshold chemicals (eg. Carcinogens or EDCs) 
• EDCs
• PBTs, biomagnification and mobility of chemicals 
• ………
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NGOS AND ACADEMIA: HAND IN HAND

https://www.pan-europe.info/campaigns/citizens-science-pesticide-regulation-european-coalition

https://www.edc-free-europe.org/

https://www.pan-europe.info/campaigns/citizens-science-pesticide-regulation-european-coalition
https://www.edc-free-europe.org/
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY: MUTUAL INFLUENCE TO 

COUNTER INDUSTRY LOBBY

microplastics

PFAS
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NGOS AND REACH: FROM SCIENCE TO ACTION
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INFLUENCE

• Environmental racism and environmental justice. While this is 
an established discipline now, it builds upon the work of 
communities to expose how their lives are deeply and 
disproportionally entangled with toxic waste/air. 

• E.g. 1987 report from the United Church of Christ was 
fundamental in the US for the development of the field of 
environmental racism.

Science driven by community groups

https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML1310/ML13109A339.pdf
https://www.laurapulido.org/copy-of-publications
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY

Critical participatory action-research strand where it is argued 
that research is most powerful when produced through action 
and in community struggle. This forms the basis of much of the 
critical agroecology / food systems research and environmental 
justice research.

Anderson, Colin, Christabel Buchanan, Tom Wakeford, Marina Chang, and Javier Sanchez 
Rodriguez. Everyday Experts: How people’s knowledge can transform the food system. 
Coventry University, 2017.

Fals-Borda, Orlando. "Some basic ingredients." In Action and knowledge: Breaking the 
monopoly with participatory action-research, pp. 1-12. Practical Action Publishing, 1991.

From classic cooperation to shared responsibility  
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SOME REFLECTIONS
• The impact of science and technology on society is evident. But society also 

influences science. 

• Participatory action-research can successfully bring about change by actively 
involving people in generating knowledge about their own condition and how 
it can best be transformed.

• Industry lobby is the main barrier to regulatory action through challenging 
scientific evidence.

• It is key to identifying, connecting and addressing inter-related issues and 
subsequently locating the need to act on the root causes of the 
environmental crisis.

• A good communication is needed to divulge knowledge: media could be the 
channel
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SOCIETY AS THE GUARDIAN OF SCIENCE

Greta Thunberg
“I don’t want you to listen to me, I want you to listen to the scientists. 

I want you to unite behind science. And then I want you to take real action.”



THANK YOU!

www.eeb.org

@Green_Europe

@EuropeanEnvironmentalBureau

eeb@eeb.org 
The EEB gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the LIFE Programme of the European Union. This 
communication reflects the organizers’ views and does not commit the donors.


